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As with the rest of the U.S., the Oct. 5
announcement that Chiron Corporation
will not be shipping influenza vaccine this
year will dramatically impact the anticipated
vaccine supply for Alaska military person-
nel and beneficiaries.

The Department of Defense is finaliz-
ing guidelines regarding re-prioritization of
recipients given the limited supply of vac-
cine.

This prioritization will focus on pro-
tecting our deployed and deploying troops
and our medically high-risk beneficia-
ries.

The guidelines for determining high-
risk beneficiaries will be the same as those
published by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention:

! All children ages 6–23 months
! Adults age 65 years and older
! People ages 2–64 years with under-

lying chronic medical conditions, includ-
ing chronic disorders of the pulmonary or
cardiovascular systems, including asthma;
chronic metabolic diseases (including dia-
betes mellitus), renal dysfunction, blood
disorders, or immunosuppression (includ-
ing immunosuppression caused by medi-
cations or by human immunodeficiency
virus)

! All women who will be pregnant dur-
ing the influenza season

! Residents of nursing homes and long-
term care facilities

! Children aged 6 months to 18 years
on chronic aspirin therapy

! Health-care workers involved in di-
rect patient care

! Out-of-home caregivers and house-
hold contacts of children under 6 months.

Army and Air Force medical officials
in Alaska are determining their numbers
of high-priority personnel and are await-
ing service-specific guidance on vaccine
distribution procedures, as well as instruc-
tions on vaccine sharing, since vaccine
may need to be redistributed between in-
stallations worldwide to meet the final pri-
oritized need.

In Alaska, just like in the Lower 48,
many healthy people who desire a vacci-
nation this year will likely not receive it.
Individuals who do not receive a vaccina-
tion should be aware of steps to take to
avoid contracting the flu.

! People should avoid close contact
with those who are sick.

! Those who are sick should keep their
distance from others to protect them from
getting sick, too. If possible, people should
stay home when they are sick.

! People should cover their mouth and
nose with a tissue when coughing or sneez-
ing — it may prevent others from getting
sick.

! People should wash their hands of-
ten and avoid touching their eyes, nose
and mouth. Germs are often spread when
a person touches something that is con-
taminated with germs and then touches
his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.

As the Department of Defense releases
further details, they will be distributed
through post or base newspapers, e-mail
announcements, staff meetings, com-
manders’ calls and other publicity efforts
to keep Alaskan military personnel and ben-
eficiaries abreast of the latest DoD flu vac-
cination policies.
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